
 

 
        

 
   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    
               
     
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 2010 
www.FindlayElks.org 

 

EXALTED RULER’S COMMENTS 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR – New Lodge year that is! April 1st marks the beginning of the 2010-2011 lodge year and the 
new Officers and I are hitting the ground running. On April 8th (the first meeting for the new Officers), we will be holding 
our first Initiation class. A break from the normal schedule, we wish to accommodate a few candidates who have had issues 
with the 4th Thursday of the month being Initiation night. We will also host the Students of the Month that night, so make 
sure you attend to support our local youth. 

 
 On April 22, the Officers of the Lodge invite you to a special INFORMATIONAL MEETING to be held in the 
lodge room at 7:00 pm. There are a lot of committees that serve the Lodge and our Community. Many members may not be 
aware of some of them, so this is an opportunity to learn about many of the benevolent aspects of our Order and how they 
apply locally. It is also a chance for you to ask question and to make suggestions to the Officers as to what direction you 
would like to see BPOE # 75 head. Please plan on attending, but if your schedule doesn’t permit that, don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with any of the Lodge Officers. 
 
 I would like to also take a moment to express my appreciation to the membership for allowing me the honor of once 
again being your Exalted Ruler. As a member of the lodge for 24 years now, my family and I have spent countless hours 
enjoying the facility and services of BPOE #75. We have attended many functions locally and have had the opportunity to 
attend many District, State and even National functions. Throughout it all, we have made many great friends and have very 
fond memories. This is what led me to want to be your Exalted Ruler again. The lodge suffered a big setback after the 2007 
flood. There was much uncertainty as to the future of our historic home here at 601 South Main. Thanks to the leadership of 
PER’s Matt Klein and Shawn Craft, we have turned things around and are headed in the right direction. Thanks to the 
countless numbers of volunteers that have donated of their time, treasures and talents, we once again are able to be proud of 
our facilities and are using the building for a lot more activities. My intention as your new ER is to continue building upon 
these successes and assist in new ventures that foster the principals of our Order – Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and 
Fidelity. 
 
 One of the first items that we are working on is the formation of Hancock County Honor Flight. Doak Decker, 
who was instrumental in the previous Honor Flight we assisted with, is working with our Lodge to form a new division, 
specifically looking to assist our veterans here in Hancock County. 
 
 Under the direction of Jeff Jensen, we are also working on raising funds to pay for replacement and refurbishing of 
windows throughout the lodge. This will assist in preserving our historic building and save us operating expenses by 
lowering our heating and air conditioning costs. If your part of the winning group, there are rewards to be had! Please help 
with the Window Fund in any way that you can. 
 
 Once again, thanks for allowing me the opportunity to serve you, the members of BPOE #75. I look forward to the 
opportunity to work with our new core of Officers and Committee Chairs and assure you that we will have a very successful 
year. 
 
Chris Hammond 
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BENEVOLENT & 

PROTECTIVE ORDER OF 
ELKS 

Lodge #75 
 

          OFFICERS 2009-2010 
 
Shawn Craft….……………..Exalted Ruler 
Chris Hammond  PER…. .Leading Knight 
Walt Saum PER…...……..... Loyal Knight 
Pete Reynolds…………..Lecturing Knight 
Pat McCaffrey………………......Treasurer 
Bill Stalets PER.........................Secretary 
Jeff Jensen...................................Esquire 
Rich Palmer……………..............Chaplain 
John Sidorski.………..….......Inner Guard 
Duane Duffield PER..........................Tiler 
 

          
                  TRUSTEES 
Thomas Fitzpatrick PER…............ 1 Year 
Gary Petrime ……………………....2 Year 
Ken Bahler.....................................3 Year 
Jim Kreiling…................................4 Year 
Matt Klein PER…...........................5 Year 
 

 
         HOME ASSOCIATION 
Andy Rutledge…......................President 
Scott Wunderlich ..….......Vice President 
Jeff Jenson…..........Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 

    HOME ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES 
Scott Wunderlich...........................1 Year 
Rich Palmer…...............................1 Year 
Jeff Jenson....................................1 Year 
Andy Rutledge.....…......................2 Year 
Brian Logsdon…............................2 Year 
Tod Houk……................................2 Year 
Paul Heilman.................................3 Year 
Jayme Kresser...............................3 Year 
Mike Smith……………...................3 Year 

From the Secretary’s Pen 
 
 

Dues have been coming in at a good pace!  Remember if you haven’t paid your 
dues for 2010-11, as of April 1st, you are delinquent!  Also I would remind you to 
keep you address up to date in the Secretaries office.  Returned undeliverable mail 
is an expense that can eliminated with a correct mailing address.   If you have paid 
your dues and indicated you would pick up your card up in the lounge, ask the 
bartender, they are available.  The turnaround on receiving dues and getting cards 
out is usually no more than two days. 
  
The following action took place at the March 11th  Lodge meeting.  David 
Willoughby, Jonah Cooper, James Coulter, Richards Franks, Kyle Slagley and 
James Jaffe were voted into membership pending indoctrination and initiation.  
Brother Todd James indicated the Red Cross function,  “A Night at the Oscars” was 
a success and they rose in the neighborhood of $10,000. 
 
Brother Gary Petrime proposed Andrea Sprouse for membership, she resides on 
Blue Bonnet Dr. in Findlay and is a Manager.  Brother Pete Reynolds proposed 
Aaron Peterson for membership, he lives on W. Lincoln in Findlay and is an 
Engineer.    Brother Brandon Hollpeter supported Phillip Schneider in his 
application for re-instatement. 
 
Bills were ordered paid in the amount of $5,981.85.  Receipts of the session were 
$15,460.00.   
 
REMEMBER, it pays to attend Lodge!  Loser of $100 at the meeting was Lance 

Belleau but the WINNER of $40 was Sid Sidorski.  See you in LODGE!    
 

Bill Stalets       
 

 

 

Home Association 
 
 

The Home Association’s year end meeting will be held at a special session during the April 8th  lodge meeting. 
 At this time we will present the annual budget and elect new members.  There are three openings. Each is for a 
three year term.  Nominations and elections will all be conducted at the same meeting.  If you have any question, 
please call Andy Rutledge at 419-306-4622 or email at andy_rut@yahoo.com. 
 
I would also like to address the ongoing fundraiser.  We have currently raised about 25% of our $10,000 goal. 
 The money raised is for a very important purpose.  The windows in the Elks Club are in dire need of painting 
and glazing.  If we do not act on this immediately a much greater expense may be incurred in the future.  Any 
excess funds will be put towards some new equipment to aid the bar and grill and the ballroom. A new cooler for 
kegs in the lounge and a new projector for the ballroom are the major items on our list.  I encourage all members 
to pledge some amount to this cause.  It takes plenty of work and volunteers to keep our wonderful old building 
looking beautiful.  Time, material, and money are welcome any time.  Thanks to all that have already given and 
thanks to those of you who haven’t yet but will.  Remember, it won’t work without the generous support of our 
members. 
 

Andy Rutledge 
 



 

ANNOUNCING A BRAND NEW FUND-RAISER FOR BPOE 75! 
  
Fellow Elks, the work that has been done within our Lodge has been amazing. Unfortunately, there is still much to do. For 
instance, the outside windows are in dire need of refurbishment and repainting. Much of this work is outside the scope of 
what our members can do. Additionally, there is a great need for another big cooler in the downstairs storeroom. It will be 
used to store the beer for the lounge. Anyone who has lugged a keg down from the kitchen understands that need.  
  
The goal of this fund-raiser will be $10,000. There will be competition among groups within our Lodge to put some fun into 
meeting our goal. The fund-raiser starts February 1st and we hope to have it all wrapped up by May 1st. To contribute, all 
you need to do is write a check to BPOE 75. Even $10 is much appreciated. Write "fund-raiser" in the memo line of the 
check and leave it at the bar or mail it to the Lodge. Make sure to credit the appropriate group on the memo line. If you 
want to donate cash, be sure to leave the information needed on a note paper clipped to the donation. All donations will 
go in a cigar box behind the bar. The groups will be described below. 
  
The winning group gets an extra fabulous extra yummy dinner prepared for them by Carol Allen. If you have tried 
the breakfast buffet on the first Saturday of the month, you know what she can do in a kitchen. Carol always has 
something yummy when she bartends on Tuesday night; check it out and see for yourself. To be eligible for the dinner 
you must be on the winning team and contribute at least $40 towards the goal. Here are the groups and their individual 
goals. Note that ALL contributions go towards the overall goal. Numbers in parentheses are the approximate number of 
members in the group 
  
Officers and PER's: (40). Goal $1600 
Thursday Night Club: (130) Goal: $5200 
25 year club (100) Goal: $4000 
Card players (40) Goal: $1600 
Pool players (30) Goal: $1200 
  
If you don't belong to one of these groups, please donate anyway!! The overall goal will need help from all members. 
Since many members belong to more than one group, the sum of the group goals is higher than the overall goal. If you 
belong to more than one group, be sure to say on the memo line of the check which group you want your donation to be 
credited to. 
  
We have done much to save our Lodge. Let’s pull together one more time for the grand old lady at 601 S. Main St. You'll 
be glad you did! 
  
Jeff Jenson 
Chairman 

 
 
  

 

BUCKEYE CALENDARS 
 
The Buckeye Calendars are now available in the Lounge.  They cost $20 each with $5 staying with our 
Lodge to support our activities.  Remember, the last four digits of the calendar number are eligible for the 
daily pick 4 drawing.  That means you could wind $50 a day, $100 on the weekends and $500 on 
holidays.  Buy your calendar now while there is still a supply available!  
 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Friday April 9th there will be another “Open Mic Night” in the Lounge.  If you haven't attended one of these yet, you 
owe it to yourself to come down and check it out.  Some of the area’s finest musicians take the mic to entertain you.  
You won't be disappointed. Music will begin at 8:00pm and lasts till midnight.  Guests are welcome. 
 
Saturday April 24

th
 we will have the opportunity to listen to the multi-talented Scott Shaull perform some old classic 

covers on his guitar.  Bring a guest and sit back and enjoy the music.  Don’t forget to sign up for the “Queen of 
Hearts”. Drawing will be held at 9:30pm. 



          MONTHY  FOOD  SERVICE 
RESERVATIONS 419-422-2442 

 

Food service will consist of regular menu items during 
hours listed and the following specials: 
                                     

                             Lunch Specials 
Mon: Fried Bologna w/cup   $4.25  
Tue: BBQ Rib Sandwich w/fries  $4.50 
Wed: Veal Parmesan w/pasta salad  $4.50 
Thu: Meatloaf  Manhattan   $4.95 
Fri: Coney Dog w/onion rings   $4.50 
    Add a dog $1.75 
 

         Wednesday Night Specials 
 7th        Liver & Onions    $6.95 
14th   Chicken & Dumplings w/mashed  $6.75                                     
21st     Taco bar     $6.50 
28th         Sausage & Kraut w/mashed  $6.50 
 

Add Small trip to any meal $2.25 
              Special kids menu every Wednesday night 
 

                Friday Night Specials 
 2nd     Steak  w/potato & trip                          $12.95 
 Seafood special                $12.95 
 9th  Steak  w/potato & trip                            $12.95 
16th   Baby Back Ribs w/trip Full slab              $13.95 
    Half slab             $10.95 
23rd       7oz. Filet & Seafood               $13.95 
 7oz. Filet w/trip    $9.95 
30th  Steak  w/potato & trip                     $12.95 

 

Happy Hour 

M-F 4pm-6pm. Draft and Well discounts 
                         

                         FOOD SERVICE HOURS: 
Lunch (Mon–Fri) 11:00 - 1:00 

Dinner (Wed. & Fri. only) 5:30 - 8:30 

 

             Appetizer menu available every Evening  

                        

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAZZZZZZZZ--------EEEEEEEELLLLLLLLKKKKKKKK        
              Published monthly by BPOE Lodge #75 
                          601 South Main Street 
                           Findlay, Ohio 45840 
            Phone 419-422-2442   Fax 419-422-3373 
  Please email submissions to: johnsidorski@earthlink.net     

     SUBMISSION DEADLINE is 22
nd
 of the MONTH 

                                                                  THURSDAY NIGHT CLUB       
The Thursday Night Club is beginning its new season and all members of BPOE #75 are invited to participate.  
You have a chance to win up to $100 every Thursday night and also to enjoy a great Prime Rib dinner 
(w/drinks) absolutely free, as well as the chance to win a lot more money at the annual Banquet next fall.  
Join now!  See Jim McMaster or Walt Saum any time or just stop by any Thursday night to join.  

GET YOUR GAZ-ELK ONLINE 

 
Save our Lodge the expense of printing and mailing our newsletter.  
Just go to www.FindlayElks.org and read the Gaz-Elk online, or pick 
up a copy in the Lounge.  Just let me know that you don’t want us to 
waste the money to mail it to you by sending me an email and I will 
remove you from the list.  Every dollar we save will help pay for 
improvements to the Lodge.  My email address is 

johnsidorski@earthlink.net 

 

LODGE INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

 
April 22, 2010 

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 

Attention all Members: 

 

The Officers of Findlay Lodge # 75 invite you to 

a brief meeting to be held before lodge on April 
22. We wish to discuss the various committees 

that serve the lodge and community, answer 
any questions you may have and welcome 

input and suggestions.  
 

ENTER TO WIN DOOR PRIZES 

 

Cant’ attend – call a Lodge Officer for 
information 

 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
 
Breakfast is back in the lounge on Saturday mornings   
from 9:00am till 1:00pm.  Come on down and enjoy a warm 
breakfast from our new menu, featuring Biscuits & Gravy 
for only $4.00 (full order) or $2.25 (half order). 
 

NEW SUMMER HOURS 
 

We will be cutting our hours effective May 1, 2010 

WEEKDAY LUNCH:  11 AM – 1 PM 

SATURDAYS:  4 PM – 12 Midnight 

SUNDAYS:  Closed 



Flag City Honor Flight Proudly Present 
Kentucky Border Band 

  

Saturday May 1st  at 7pm in the Ball Room at the Elks 
 

They WOWED us at open mike night. The 1
st
  Standing Ovation I've seen at the Elks, The First Time I heard “one 

more song”  chanted by the crowd at the ELKS.   Now they are coming back to play for 3 hours.  
  

Get your tickets NOW!!! 
Elks $8  Public $10 and $12 at the Door  

We have a Limited Number of tickets for sale 
  
Scott Shaull will open for them at 7 pm.  At 8 pm Kentucky Border takes the stage for some good old bluegrass music. 
 
 
   MARCH STUDENTS 

OF THE MONTH 

 
 
Arcadia  Clay Baker, Tierney Margraf 
Arlington Aaron Ramsey, Laura Beach 
Cory-Rawson Alex Barlekamp, Stacey Marshall 
Findlay Morgan Hammer, Shannon Mills, 

 Alyssa Wunderlich 
Liberty Benton Marie Walker, Amanda Hyde 
Mc Comb Susan Rader, Alaina Swisher 
Van Buren Alex Roszman, Sara Doxsey 
Vanlue  no students this month 

 

Findlay aims to fly its vets to D.C. 
Elks start Flag City Honor Flight hub for WWII Memorial 
By JENNIFER FEEHAN 

BLADE STAFF WRITER  
 
FINDLAY - With a goal of flying more local veterans to Washington to see the World War II Memorial, the Findlay Elks Lodge is 
spearheading creation of Flag City Honor Flight.  
Elks Lodge No. 75 plans to introduce the new Honor Flight hub at a news conference at 3 p.m. tomorrow at the Cube on North Main 
Street.  
Chris Hammond, incoming exalted ruler of the lodge, said that a former exalted ruler who is now in his 90s traveled to Washington 
last year with Toledo-based Honor Flight Northwest Ohio. The Elks helped sponsor his trip and decided to do more.  
"With the big waiting list of veterans in northwest Ohio - not that we want to take away from any veteran in northwest Ohio - we 
wanted to make sure we could service our Hancock County veterans more personably," Mr. Hammond said.  
Honor Flight is a nationwide effort to get the country's aging World War II veterans to the nation's capital - at no cost to the veterans 
- to see the memorial dedicated in their honor in 2004.  
Honor Flight Northwest Ohio has taken 339 area veterans on 12 flights to Washington since the hub was formed in 2007.  
Director Dee Pakulski said she welcomes the Flag City hub because it means more veterans may get to see their memorial. She 
has 560 veterans on a waiting list to make the trip.  
"I wish them the very best of luck," Ms. Pakulski said. "It's a huge undertaking, but hopefully they'll find the right group of people that 
can pull this together and they can get the funding."  
Each flight costs about $30,000, she said.  
Last year, individuals and organizations from Hancock County raised enough money to pay for an Oct. 14 flight for 28 Hancock 
County veterans.  
Mr. Hammond said that while local organizers would like the flights to leave from Findlay Municipal Airport, they could leave from 
Toledo Express if it works better logistically.  
Those details are still being worked out, he said.  
"The important thing was to get us established, to be able to take care of our local residents," Mr. Hammond said.  
Tomorrow's news conference to announce the start of the Flag City Honor Flight will be followed by the opening of the Leisure 
Living Home Show.  
A portion of the home show proceeds will be donated to the local honor flight hub.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri         Sat 

 
    1   House 

Committee 8:00  
2  

Steak Night 

Seafood Special 

3  Queen of  
Hearts  9:30 

4  EASTER 
SUNDAY 

Building closed  

  5   

Ladies Bridge  

1:00p.m 

 

 6  

Texas Hold‘em 

Tourney 6:30p.m. 

 

7    

Dinner Special 

5:30 – 8:30 

8  LODGE  
MEETING  8:00   

Initiation    

9 

Steak Night 

Open Mic night 

10  Queen of  
Hearts  9:30 

 

11  12 

Ladies Bridge  

1:00p.m 

13   

Texas Hold‘em 

Tourney 6:30p.m.   

14   

Dinner Special 

5:30 – 8:30 

15   House 
Committee 8:00 

  

16 

Baby Back  

Ribs 

17  Queen of  
Hearts  9:30  

18  Home                   
Association 7:00 

19   

Ladies Bridge  

1:00p.m 

20   

Texas Hold‘em 

Tourney 6:30p.m. 

 

21  

Dinner Special 

5:30 – 8:30  

22    LODGE  
MEETING  8:00   

 

23  

Surf & Turf 

24  Queen of   
Hearts  9:30 

Scott Shaull 

25  26 

 Ladies Bridge  

1:00p.m 

 27 

Texas Hold‘em 

Tourney 6:30p.m. 

 

28  

Dinner Special 

5:30 – 8:30 

 29 30 

Steak Night 
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